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Welcome to ISS! 

We hope your child has a rich and varied

educational experience during their time in our

school. Our number 1 priority is for your child to be

happy and safe at school. This is a prerequisite to

academic progress and achievement. Happy children

learn better and are more successful at school. 

We also hope that Reception 1 parents build a good

network within our parent and staff body. Some of

you are starting a 15-year-journey at ISS,

culminating in your child graduating from our Sixth

From in 2037! Getting to know other parents as well

as staff will be essential to support your child in

their educational journey. 

I hope you will find relevant and useful information

in this handbook, which is designed to give parents

and children children all the information they need

about life in Reception 1. This handbook should be

read in conjunction with the Primary Handbook,

which gives additional information about life in

Primary at ISS. 

I look forward to seeing all the new Reception 1

children in school in September. 

PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME

by Mrs Elodie Vallantine, Principal
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Welcome to the 2021 - 2022 academic year at ISS! We

hope you will find information in this handbook

useful  about life at ISS. 

Our core beliefs center around building safe, caring

and stimulating learning environment that inspire

and nurture our young learners. Our dedicated staff

help each student not only achieve the highest

educational standards they possibly can but also the

personality and character to be a real asset to the

community and to the world.

We want our students to experience learning that is

enjoyable, engaging and balances content with key

life skills, learning that responds to the varying

learning needs of each individual child. From our

academic curriculum to our range of clubs, from our

online learning provision to our competitions, from

our counselling and medical provisions to our

Student Leadership Team, we are an inclusive school

catering for a range of students of all abilities. 

Should you need any additional information, do not

hesitate to get in touch with Class Teachers, Phase

Leaders, our Deputy Head or myself.

 

We are here to make your ISS experience an

exceptional educational journey!

HEAD'S WELCOME

by Mr Kristian Cejka, Head of Primary
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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

at International School Seychelles. 

This is your personal welcome pack and curriculum

booklet containing all the important information you

may require when starting school. We believe that

we can only achieve the very best for your child if a

strong relationship is created between home and

school. 

We aim to make the transition into school as easy as

possible and hope this booklet provides you with the

answers to the many questions I am sure you have.

Thank you for taking the time to read our welcome

materials and I look forward to meeting you all in

September.

 

 

 

PHASE LEADER'S
WELCOME

by Mrs Yolande Smit, Early Years Phase

Leader 
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The Reception 1 Team

Reception 1 A 

Teacher: 

Mrs Yolande Smit

Teaching Assistants: 

Ms Denise Labrosse

Ms Maureen Tirant

Reception 1 B 

Teacher: 

Ms Brigitte Cupidon (currently on maternity leave)

Ms Lorna  Cedras (covering maternity leave) 

Teaching Assistants: 

Ms Shalinee Chetty 

Ms Betty Larose

Reception 1 C

Teacher: 

Ms Chi Yakou

Teaching Assistants: 

Ms Gina Philoe

Ms Midora Zialor

   

Subject Specialist Teachers:

Music: Mr Bennet Accouche

P.E: Ms Marie-Ange Bouchereau

Swimming: Mr Doyle Finch
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The School Day

The school day begins at 08:00. School gates open from

07:30. Children must not be left unattended by parents

in the morning; please hand over your child to a

member of staff in the car park from 07:30; the

member of staff will take your child to their

classroom.   

 

The school day ends at 13:45. Please make sure your

child is picked up from the car park on time every day.

For your child's safety, it is vital that we are made

aware who is collecting them, should it be someone

different. If you are going to be late, please inform the

school at the  earliest opportunity so we can keep your

child calm and re-assured as they wait to be collected. 

 

After School Supervision

School finishes promptly at 13:45. Please ensure you

collect your child promptly. 

Only for those children who have older siblings in the

Primary or Secondary sections, or whose parents work

in the Primary or Secondary school, after school

supervision will be provided in allocated classrooms

within the Early Childhood building until 15:30

 

Attendance

Regular attendance is very important for your child to

make progress and settle into routines quickly. If your

child is unable to attend school for any reason, please

contact the school office and inform them of such an

absence so our records can be updated for that day. If

you wish to take your child out of school during term

time you must write a letter requesting permission and

explaining your reason for such absence addressed to

the Phase Leader: yolande.smit@iss.sc  

ORGANISATION
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Contact Details and Communication

Please ensure all your contact details are accurate

when filling any school forms. We ask that the school

office be informed of any changes to your emergency

contact details should we need to get in touch. We also

operate a parent mail system whereby you will receive

notifications by email. 

 

  

Medical Needs

It is extremely important that we are informed of all

medical conditions related to your child to ensure they

remain safe at all times whilst in school. All teaching

staff are prohibited from giving any medicine to   

 children. If your child has prescribed medicine from a

doctor please inform their classroom teacher that your

child will be taking medicine and give it to the school

nurse for safe keeping. Our school nurse will then

follow the dosage amount and time intervals

highlighted within your child’s prescription.

 

  

Illness

It is expected that children starting school for the first

time may become sick due to increased exposure to

viral illness. If your child has a high temperature

(37.5oc+), vomiting, diarrhea or any contagious illness

we require them to remain at home for 48 hours after

the illness has passed to avoid passing illnesses onto

other children. 

 

ORGANISATION
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Clothing

Please ensure your child wears the standard uniform

when in school.  To purchase a uniform, you can go to

our approved suppliers: 

- Ms Jeanette Vidot, Uniforms & More (by People's

supermarket in Mont Fleuri)

- Mrs Sumita, Unity House (near the bus station)

All items of clothing should be clearly labelled with

your child's name to avoid loss or misplacement.

Children should not wear jewellery in school as it is a

health and safety risk (swallowing, choking).

It is a good idea to provide your child with a spare set

of clothing and underwear each day in case of any

accidents. The children do experience a range of messy

activities in Foundation Stage. Although we provide

aprons and encourage your children to keep their

uniform clean, do not be surprised if your child does

get a bit messy from time to time!

 

Early Childhood Uniform

· Blue polo shirt

· Blue shorts/skirt

· Sensible footwear (flip-flops are not permitted)

*If your child cannot tie shoelaces please ensure they

wear slip on, strapped or Velcro footwear until this

skill is mastered.

 

P.E. Kit

· T-shirt/Vest

· Shorts/Skirt

· Soft soled shoes/pumps

*Your child’s P.E. Kit should be kept in a bag, clearly

labelled with their name.

 

Swimming

At International School we provide swimming lessons

at Roche Camion Stadium Pool. Qualified staff will

take the lessons. Children need to bring appropriate

swimwear, towel, swim cap and goggles. 

ORGANISATION
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Snack Time

Our timetable allows for a mid-morning break from

10:10 - 10:40. Your child will eat in our designated

lunch area next to the Early Childhood playground. At

this time they may bring a small healthy snack to eat.

 

 

 

Lunch Time

Lunchtime is from 12:15-13.00 Please send suitable,

healthy food and drink that your child can eat

independently in a sturdy lunchbox or container. We

will encourage the children to eat what you have

provided and support them where necessary. At

International School we follow a healthy eating policy

promoting healthy lifestyle and food choices for all;

therefore we request the following items be omitted

from your child’s lunch: carbonated drinks, sweets,

lollipops, chewing gum and any glass items. If you are

interested in ordering food from our on-site tuck shop,

please order directly with the tuck shop.

 

 

Water Bottles

Fresh drinking water is an essential part of your

child's school kit. Please ensure you provide a named

water bottle that your child can recognise

independently. This will be brought into the classroom

each morning so that constant independent access to

water is available to your child to ensure they remain

hydrated throughout the day. This must also be taken

home at the end of each day to be washed and refilled.
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Toilet Facilities

The children are able to access the toilet whenever

they need throughout the day. Support staff will also

take the whole class before snack and lunchtime and

encourage the use of toilet and personal care. Children

are expected to be toilet trained when joining the

school. Children will be supported if required but it is

essential that you encourage your child to practice

their personal cleaning, flushing the toilet and the

washing and drying of their hands independently.

 

 

 

Behaviour

In order for your child to learn appropriate behavior

conventions they need to feel safe and secure in their

school and home environments. They should be

comfortable and confident to express their needs 

knowing that adults will listen, interact and intervene

when necessary.

We operate a positive behavior policy in which

children have the right to learn and teachers have the

right to teach. We appreciate your support in

encouraging your child to follow our school rules.

 

 

 

Comforters

Although we appreciate that some children enjoy the

use of comforters/soothers/blankets/teddy's etc. to

settle them we do not encourage this practice within

our setting.
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Toys

There is no need for children to bring toys into school,

and we do not encourage this practice because of

breakages, loss and competition. We have an extensive

range of fun and attractive educational toys, games

and activities for your child to explore.

 

 

Home Learning

Home learning activities will be sent home in your

child's learning folder. Your child will receive a

reading scheme and library books accompanied by

short simple activities aimed at putting key skills

learnt into practice at home. 

 

  

Recycling from Home

Any of the following items would be gratefully received

for use within our classrooms:

· Used storybooks.

· Kitchen rolls, tin foil rolls.

· Materials (sheets, curtains, old/grown out clothing

etc.).

· Flattened boxes and egg trays, newspapers,

magazines.

· Lids, bottle tops, corks, caps etc.

 

ORGANISATION
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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum

At first glance, it can appear that the children in our

Reception classes are ‘only playing’ whilst in the

Foundation Stage. However, a play-based approach is

considered the best format for Early Years education. It

is founded on the understanding that whilst children

are playing, they are actively learning and developing

their knowledge and skills. During the day there will be

a mixture of adult initiated, child initiated and adult

led activities as well as whole class, small group and

individual sessions.

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is based on

seven key areas of learning and development of which

they are divided into 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific

Areas. Each learning area has a number of stages

called ‘Development Matters’ which children work

through with the Early Learning Goals being the

assessment baseline at the end of Reception 2 year.

 

 

Prime Areas

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development:

This is where we learn about making relationships and

friendships with others, playing co-operatively, taking

turns and creating connections with other children and

familiar adults. We develop our confidence to speak in

a familiar group and learn about our own likes and

dislikes becoming more self-aware. We also begin to

managing our feelings and behaviours on a more

independent level following rules, understanding right

and wrong and learning about consequences.

 

 

 

CURRICULUM
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Communication and Language:

In Foundation Stage, children will learn many aspects

of communication and language skills. We positively

encourage children to listen and show attention to

others in a range of situations as well as enhance

their understanding by following instructions and

asking questions. We focus heavily on developing

speech and language, supporting children to

express themselves effectively when talking.

 

  

Physical Development:

Children will learn about moving their bodies and

developing control,

co-ordination and skill in a variety of ways. We learn

to handle various tools and equipment including

pencils for drawing and writing. We learn about the

importance of good health, diet and physical exercise

as well as managing our own basic hygiene and

personal needs successfully,

including going to the toilet and dressing

independently.

CURRICULUM
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Specific Areas:

 

Literacy:

As part of literacy we learn to handle and use books

correctly. We share stories, showing interest in

illustrations as well as text. We make predictions and

adaptations of stories to create our own narratives. In

our phonics sessions children develop the ability to

read letters, words and sentences showing clear

understanding of their meaning. When writing we

develop the ability to give meaning to the marks we

make or see. Children will use their phonic knowledge

to write words in ways that match their spoken sound

and are easily read by themselves and others. 

 

 

 Mathematics:

When exploring mathematics, children will    develop

the ability to use numbers in many ways. We develop

our ability to count, order, recognise and record

numbers. Using objects we explore concepts such as

addition, subtraction and solve problems such as     

 doubling, halving and sharing. Children will also

explore aspects of shape, space and measure, learning

about shapes, patterns, size, weight, time and money.
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Understanding of the World:

This area focuses on developing a deeper

understanding of people and communities. Children

will learn about themselves, their family and the

community they belong to as well as similarities and

differences with

others. We will explore the world around us looking at

environments,

animals and plants; asking important questions about

why things happen and how things work. We also

learn about technology and how it is used, accessing a

variety of equipment and using it independently.

 

  

Expressive Arts and Design:

By being creative; children explore different media and

materials. They sing songs, make music and dances as

well as experimenting with colour and design. They

will use what they have learnt about the world in

imaginative ways representing their own

interpretations through art, craft, design, music, role-

play and stories.

 

 

       

 

 

CURRICULUM

THE ISS  EARLY YEARS HANDBOOK Page 15



Working Partnerships

At International School we see your child’s learning as

a continuous working partnership between home and

school. We value the time and effort you spend at

home, supporting your child and re-enforcing

valuable learning. For those parents/caretaker’s that

are able, we very much appreciate and welcome all

volunteers within our section.

Perhaps you feel you have a skill or ability that you

would like to contribute to enhance our programme.

Highlighted below are some of the valued

skills/activities that parents have been known to

contribute to in previous years:

reading, gardening, educational games, baking, sewing,

educational visits, fundraising, carpentry and

construction.

 

If you are interested in further supporting the school

and wish to join the PTA (Parent &Teacher

Association) please contact the school office. 

Supporting your child’s learning at home

There are a number of ways in which you can support

your child’s learning and development at home. Below

are some activities you can try:

· Reading with your child and read to your child daily. 

· Practising sounds learnt. 

· Mark making and writing.

· Drawing straight and curvy lines.

· Using scissors, glue and paint carefully.

· Sharing books and pictures.

· Encouraging communication and conversational

skills.

· Hopping, skipping, balancing and running.

· Throwing, catching and kicking a ball.

· Tying shoe laces.

· Playing with jigsaws, board and card games

· Exploring memory and matching games.

· Playing ‘I Spy’.
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